
How to Overcome Objections From Media Gatekeepers
OBJECTION #1: “I just don’t have enough air time for all the PSAs I receive.”
Response: We recognize the pressure your station is under and that there are many valid issues to support. Forty-five years after his death, Dr. King’s examples continue to guide us in addressing our nation’s most critical issues. Each year millions of people have volunteered at thousands of service projects across the country, joining together to improve lives, break down barriers, and move our nation closer to what Dr. King liked to call “The Beloved Community.” King Day is the only federal holiday dedicated to serving others. We think that your station can see how important it is to further this call to action.  
OBJECTION #2: “This issue is not locally relevant.”
Response: Yes it is. We have designed these PSAs to be customized by local organizations to recruit volunteers for their organizations. This is your chance to partner with a community organization and support both a national and local call to build a better America. 
OBJECTION #3: “The issue does not match my station theme for this period.”
Response: The King Day of Service is on January 19, 2015 and service projects will be taking place throughout the entire weekend. It is a timely issue. Your listeners will be hearing about the inauguration of a new president and the idea of creating a better America. Plus you will be tapping into the national and local media coverage of MLK Day. 
OBJECTION #4: “We need quality PSAs.”
Response: The PSAs will resonate with your audience. To help inspire more Americans to get involved, we have produced TV PSAs featuring civil rights luminaries Congressman John Lewis, Ruby Bridges, Reverend Dr. Joseph Lowery and former Congressman Harris Wofford remembering Dr. King and his legacy of service. The PSAs reminds us of the importance of keeping Dr. King's legacy of service alive and challenges us to make service a part of our lives – every day of the year.  
SIDE ISSUES:
“Are you a 501(c)(3)?”
The 2015 King Day of Service is an initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency, and thereby qualifies for PSA time. It also is geared directly at garnering support for service projects sponsored by local 501(c)(3) organizations.  In addition, the PSAs were produced in cooperation with the King Center which is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
“Can you document the facts you’ve presented today?”
Be prepared to leave your local fact sheet with the media gatekeeper. The national 2015 MLK Day fact sheet is available for download at www.MLKDay.gov.
If you need help with any of the above, please contact Jackie Aker at the Corporation for National and Community Service, jaker@cns.gov or call 202-606-6722.




